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closely with religion. The stone tower was only, as it were,
a " stationary flame," The origin of beacons may be traced
to the highest antiquity. According to the original Hebrew
(which language, as the Samaritan, is considered by com-
petent judges as the very oldest), the word " beacon " may
be rendered a mark, monolith, pillar, or upright. At one
time the ancient Bale, Bel, or religious fires of Ireland were
general all over the country. They have been clearly traced
to a devotional origin, and are strictly of the same character
as the magic, or Magian, fires of the East. During the
political discontents of 1831 and 1832, the custom of light-
ing these signal-fires was very generally revived amidst the
party-distractions in Ireland. In the ancient language of
this country, the month of May is yet called " nic Beal
tienne? or the month of Beal (Bel or Baal's) fire. The
Beltane festival in the Highlands has been ascribed to a
similar origin. Druidical altars are still to be traced on
many of the hills in Ireland, where Baal (Bel or Beal) fires
were lighted. Through the countries, in the present da)r,
which formed the ancient Scandinavia, and in Germany,
particularly in the North, on the first of May, as in cele-
bration of some universal feast or festival, fires are even
now lighted on the tops of the hills. How closely this prac-
tice accords with the superstitious usages of the Bohemians,
or " Fire-kings," of Prague, is discoverable at a glance. All
these western flames are representative of the early fire,
which was as equally the object of worship of the Gubhs,
Guebres, or Gaurs of Persia, as it is the admitted natural
principle of the Parsees. Parsees, Bohemians, the Gipsies
or Zingari, and the Guebres, all unite in a common legen-
dary fire-worship.

Beside the ancient market-crosses and wayside Gothic
uprights, of which so many picturesque specimens are yet
to be found in England, Wales, and Scotland, we may
enumerate the splendid funeral-crosses raised by the brave
and pious King Edward to the memory of his wife. Holin-
shed writes: " In the nineteenth yeare of King Edward,
qu^ene Elianor, King Edward's wife, died, upon saint